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State's help, not to abolish the State or put it under the
governance of a single class. If desires of this latter sort
are not wholly wanting, they are concealed behind demands of
a more general political character. Thus the supremacy of the
State over society is recognised on all sides. Even the most
impracticable of all political parties, Anarchism, requires the
State to abdicate in favour of the individual, not of society;
indeed, its project is to annihilate society first and the State
afterwards, since the latter is a necessity at least until society
has ceased to exist.

Since the State is organised society, a co-ordination of all
social forces into a single whole, evidently the organisation
of the State must correspond to the natural divisions of
society. Hence the attempt to put into force, without refer-
ence to existing relationships, constitutions and systems of
administration that are drawn up after some philosophical
model supposed to apply to all ages, is an attack made by
the State upon society, and indirectly upon itself. But, of
course, the law that the State exists for the sake of society
must not be applied in its extreme and partial sense, as has
often been the case. The reverse is also true: society exists
for the sake of the State. Nay, the relation of the two is
such that the State should be regarded as the higher aggre-
gation of the forces of the national will, as that to which
society owes its very existence, since without the State it
would disintegrate into scattered parts. Hence the State
must be allowed the right to interfere with the existing
organisation of society, especially when the tendency of such
interference is towards a higher grade of civilisation. Thus,
as a matter of fact, many distinctions of position and rank
have been abrogated or weakened because the State took
away privileges, removed restrictions upon liberty, or ex-
tended the sphere of political rights.

The State performs a pre-eminently moral function in thus